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September 26, 2008 
 

2007 Hoboken Station 
Exercise Film Presentation 
and Review with Professor 

McCarty 
11th Floor Auditorium 

7:30 PM 
 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2008 
 

Executive Meeting 
8:45 AM 

AMELIA’S 
*BACK UP LOCATION 
WILL BE SOHO SOUPS 

 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2008 

 
General Meeting 

11th Floor Auditorium 
1:30 P.M. 

 
 

OCTOBER 4, 2008 
 

“Presser” Meeting 
Location to be Announced 

1:30 PM 
 

All students interested in 
writing or contributing to the 

newsletter in any way is 
encouraged to attend.       

 
*Remember this is a way to 
become published and get 

your name out there!! 
 

This newsletter is not only 
seen by us here in the 

program, but is seen by many 
who have a monthly 

subscription, other chapters, 
and is on FEMA Higher Ed 

 
 

����
��
 	
�
�


������������� !!"!!!!!���

�#���$���%����& �"!!'�

���(�)�*(!""""""!!!' �

	�����*+������!"""!!!!,�

����-����%� ��*.!!!!!!!!!!!!�, �

��/(�����  +. ""!!!!!!012 �

���3�* -��""!!!!!!""!!4 �

566���*��������7""""!!4 �

#���+���	�6�*�+����"!!!!!4 �

�

 

�
��	
���	����
�

	���	

������ 	

�
�
� � ����	�������

� 	

 
Members of Team Echo during their 

graduation celebration. 

 
Margaret Vazquez 
Public Relations & editor, Presser 
 
On Friday, September 5, 

2008, members of the 
Metropolitan College of 
New York’s Emergency 
Management and 
Homeland Security 
program, faculty, friends 
and family gathered 
together to celebrate Team 
Echo’s graduation from 

the program.  While 
MCNY’s official graduation 
ceremony is not scheduled 
until the end of the spring 
term, IAEM has been 
organizing a celebration to 
honor our fellow students 
and future colleagues at the 
beginning of each semester.  
This time around the 
celebrations was in honor of 
team echo, and all they have 
accomplished in their time at 
MCNY.  This year, team 
echo was responsible for 
organizing MCNY’s first 
ever Emergency 
Management Symposium.  
The theme of the symposium 
was: “We Know Where We 
Have Been, But Where Are 
We Headed.”  The 
symposium was attended by 

industry colleagues and 
leaders, with NY’s Office 
of Emergency 
Management’s 
Commissioner, Joseph F. 
Bruno beginning the 
symposium as keynote 
speaker.  Also a first, the 
entire team was awarded 
the IAEM recognition 
award, in honor of all the 
hard work and dedication 
they put in for the school, 
the emergency 
management field, and 
especially their fellow 
students in the program.  
Team Echo taught those 
around them was it truly 
mean to be a team and 
will be missed. 
Congratulations and good 
luck Team Echo! 

Margaret Vazquez 
Public Relations & editor, “Presser” 
 
As many of you may know, since last semester I have been taking 
orders for short sleeve polo’s embroidered with our new IAEM-
MCNY polo’s!  So far we have raised over one hundred dollars 
for the chapter, which helps with various operating costs.  The 
shirts are available in the colors below.  Each cost $25.00, which 
is far less than the going rate for other shirts on the market, and  
by purchasing one, you are not only buying a shirt but are 
showing your dedication and loyalty to the present and future of 
MCNY’s local chapter of IAEM.  To order your shirts, come see 
me any Friday or Saturday.  If you are not in school but would 
still like to support our chapter, email me at 
publicrelations@iemsa-mcny.org and we’ll set something up! Just 
click on the color swatch below to make larger! 
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It’s time again to 
acknowledge some of our 
fellow students and faculty 
on their recent achievements! 
Congratulations to Prof. 
Giacalone is in order, he was 
recently certified by the 
Dept. of Homeland Sec. as a 
Subject Matter Expert in 
Intelligence Gathering, 
Vulnerability Assessments, 
and Incident Command 
System.  Congrats to Brian 
Silva, our past chapter 
President and current Student 
Region President who was 
recently hired as a Program 
Manager for Primary Care 
Development Corporation.  
He will be working on a 
variety of emergency 
preparedness programs as 
well as managing their 
“Train the Trainer” Program.  
Congratulations to Margaret 
Vazquez, Public Relations 
Chair and editor of the 
“Presser”, who was recently 
hired by NYC’s Office of 
Emergency Management as 
an Emergency Preparedness 
Manager (Watch Command 
Supervisor).  Mike Agnew, 
our VP2, has recently been 
offered a position with the 
American Red Cross as the 
Senior Coordinator for 
Disaster Drills and 
Exercises.  Last, but not least 
congrats to Prof. Contreras, 
who has become an Adjunct 
Prof. at two other area 
schools, and has recently 
become a Homeland Sec. 
certified instructor in COOP. 
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Martin Voravibul             
EMHS Graduate Student 

Graduating Students 
Students in their last semester 
of classes must fill out a 
Graduation Application with 
the Office of the Registrar. This 
application must be completed 
for your folder to be audited for 
graduation. If you do not file 
this form, you neither will 
graduate nor be able to 
participate in the 
commencement ceremony.  
 
CANDIDATES FOR 
GRADUATE DEGREES 
must have on file: 
 a. Official transcripts 
from each college that you 
have attended, including that 
from which your 
Bachelor’s degree was earned 
 b. Graduate exam 
scores (MBA and MS only) 
 c. Successful 
completion of 45 credits for 
the MPA, 48 for the MS, and 
51 for the MBA 
 d. Maintain a 
cumulative GPA of at least 
3.0 
 e. Immunization 
requirements complete 
 d. COMPLETE AN 
EXIT INTERVIEW with a 
Student Financial Services 
representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Students 
The key to being a successful 
student at MCNY is to start 
early to allow you to take care 
of stop(s), avoid a late fee for 
Spring 09 semester, and more 
importantly ensure you are in 
compliance to continue classes 
for the Fall 08 semester.  If you 
listed as a Waiver Accepted 
student, check with the 
Admissions Office about 
missing documents, transcripts, 
or records to be a Completed 
Accepted student. 
 
 
SALSA – Latino Heritage 
Month Celebration 
On Thursday, October 9th from 
12:30 PM – 5:30 PM in the 12th 
Floor Student Lounge, SALSA 
(Social Alliance for Latin 
Students in America) will host 
MCNY’s 3rd Annual Latino 
Heritage Month Celebration. 
 
The mission of SALSA is to 
promote an alliance with the 
entire student body, which will 
encourage a positive 
interaction and learning 
experience between our culture 
and the culture diversity of 
MCNY.  To join contact 
founder, Blanca Colon at 
bcolon@iqmail.mcny.edu.  
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Margaret Vazquez 
Public Relations & editor, Presser 
 

 
 
On September 16, 1920, 
a horse-drawn wagon 
filled with 100 lbs. of 
dynamite and 500lbs. of 
heavy cast iron slugs was 
detonated by timer across 
the street from the 
headquarters of the J.P. 
Morgan Inc. bank at 23 
Wall Street.  Thirty-eight 
were killed and 
approximately 400 
people were injured in 
the blast.  While 
authority’s had their 
suspicions on who the 
perpetrators, no one was 
ever officially arrested 
and charged with the 
crime. 

IAEM 56th Annual 
Conference & EMEX 2008 

November 15-20, 2008 
Kansas City (Overland Park), Kansas 

SCP@KC Summary Program of Events 

The IAEM Student Council Program at Kansas City (SCP@KC), or "Scoop at KC," is a 
series of FREE general and exclusive events, opportunities and resources designed 

specifically for students attending the IAEM Annual Conference in Kansas City.  The 
events focus on providing unique opportunities to students in professional development, 
networking, social engagements, academics, job/ internship placement and much more. 

The IAEM Annual Conference provides a forum for current trends and topics, 
information about the latest tools and technology in emergency management and 

homeland security, and advances IAEM committee work. Sessions encourage 
stakeholders at all levels of government, the private sector, public health and related 

professions to exchange ideas on collaborating to protect lives and property from ster. 
Benefits of attendance include: 

·  Education and Training: A forum for current trends and topics, latest tools and 
tec. 

·  Collaboration: A place for all levels of government, private sector, public health 
and related professions to exchange ideas. 

·  Networking: More than 1500 participants. 
·  Products and Services: EMEX 2008 showcases technologies, products and 

services. 
·  For complete program details, click here. 

FREE REGISTRATION & VOLUNTEERING 
 

The normal cost of the registration is $200 for IAEM Students (Students who are not 
members may join IAEM ($25) prior to registration to receive the discount rate). To 

become a student member of IAEM, click here. 

IAEM will waive the $200 registration fee for students who volunteer for a minimum of 
10 hours at the conference. Volunteer Applications are due by Sept. 26, 2008. For more 

information about volunteering or to apply to be a volunteer, visit the IAEM 2008 
Conference Volunteers Page. 

Once you have been accepted as a volunteer, or if you would like to register without 
volunteering, click here. 

For more information on transportation, discounted hotels, and schedules on seminars 
and activities especially for students, log on to our chapter’s website: 

www.iemsa-mcny.org 
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Incident should Yucca 
Mountain become this 
nation’s first nuclear 
repository. 

 

Devils Advocate: 
Yucca Mountain 

Dilemma 
 
Erika Harvey 
EMHS Graduate Student 
 
Two thousand tons of 
nuclear waste is produced 
annually in the United 
States, with approximately 
37,000 tons of waste 
currently stored at 
temporary locations. These 
temporary facilities can be 
found in every state except 
Montana, Nevada, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota. 
Many of these locations 
are close to metropolitan 
cities.  
As current and future 
emergency managers and 
planners we must prepare 
for all possible 
eventualities that may 
affect our jurisdiction or 
entity. These issues differ 
depending on our 
locations. However storage 
of nuclear waste and 
radiological material is one 
we must all be concern 
about. Yucca Mountain 
range, located on federal 
land in Nevada is adjacent 
to the military nuclear test 
site in Nye county, 
approximately 90 miles 
from Las Vegas, is poised 
to be the site of this 
country’s first repository 
facility for all nuclear and 
radiological waste. 
Nationwide this waste will 
be transported to, and 
buried in Yucca Mountain. 
The proposed waste 
repository presents a 
myriad of problems 
stemming from national 
security, and 
transportation, legal, 
environmental and political 

issues. Accusations of 
environmental injustice, 
falsification of reports and 
withholding information 
are at the forefront of this 
discussion.   
Yucca Mountain is the 
product of volcanic 
activity. The geological 
make up is considered rich 
in a material called “tuff”.  
The material has a high 
metallic content which 
some scientists believe will 
provide the environment 
necessary to house the high 
level radiological waste for 
the next 10,000 years or 
until science comes up with 
a way to neutralize the 
waste. 
 The Yucca 
Mountain project dates 
back to 1978 when 
geological studies were 
initiated to ascertain the 
feasibility of burying 
nuclear waste in the 
mountain. In 1982 
Congress passed the 
Nuclear Waste Policy Act 
giving the Department of 
Energy (DOE) the 
responsibility of 
implementing this national 
policy. In 1984 ten 
locations were selected to 
study their potential to be a 
site. Then, in 1985 the list 
was shortened to three 
sites. These sites included 
Yucca Mountain, Hanford 
Washington and Deaf 
Smith County, Texas. In 
1987 with the passing of 
Resolution 87, Yucca 
Mountain emerged as the 
site of choice. 
Citizens and the 
government of Nevada 
oppose the proposed use for 
this particular piece of land. 
Their concerns are: 
possible contamination 

from waste seeping into 
ground water, possible spills 
during the transportations of 
this waste which will no doubt 
have to pass through their 
communities on a regular 
basis. This material for the 
most part will be leaving other 
locations permanently but will 
be relocated in their 
backyards. Supporters of the 
proposed plan sum it up to the 
NIMBY argument (not in my 
backyard). The transportation 
of this payload in itself poses 
a national security threat. It 
becomes a mobile terrorist 
target that can be detonated at 
strategic locations. There is 
also the risk of accidental 
spills resulting from traffic 
accidents or vehicle 
malfunction. For security 
reasons the government does 
not disclose what passes 
through our communities on a 
daily basis. If we don’t know 
what’s there how can we 
prepare?  
As far as the rails are 
concerned these rail cars will, 
in some locations, be traveling 
next to commuter trains. 
Research suggests that 
commuter trains passing in 
close proximity to those 
transporting waste can 
contaminate commuters. This 
is especially hazardous to 
children, pregnant women, the 
elderly, and those with 
compromised immune 
systems. The proposed site 
also poses a threat to the 
community. Research points 
to an increase in cancer cases 
within 10km of nuclear 
facilities.   
What does that mean for us as 
emergency managers? Simply 
put, no matter where we are in 
the continental United States, 
it is imperative that we have a 
plan in place for a radiological  
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I completed 22 years of active military 
duty with the New York Army National 
Guard.  I had the most amazing career, 
and faced many challenges that 
strengthened my resolve and enabled 
me to reach the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel.  I loved (and still do) the 
National Guard.  In the spirit of 
continuing to improve my knowledge 
base and ability to serve this great city 
and state, I was drawn to the MPA 
Program in Disaster and Emergency 
Management (Homeland Security) at 
MCNY.  I am in the fourth Purpose 
assigned to team Foxtrot.�
 During my tenure in the National 
Guard I had to opportunity to train and 
operate in Europe, the Middle East and 
South America. 
  During these operations, I was 
afforded the opportunity to work in 
nation building, humanitarian relief  
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operations as well as standard 
 military support. These  
operations provided a central 
 focus on how communities 
 and military units come together  
to close capability gaps and 
 mitigate weaknesses and  
vulnerabilities.  This solid has 
 enabled me to view emergency  
management as a calling rather  
than a career.  The EM business 
 requires its professionals to 
 display dedication, forward 
 thinking, calculated risk taking 
 and the ability to quickly  
operationalize systems to produce 
 results. 
Membership in IAEM-MCNY 
 is the first step for students to show  
this professionalism and dedication.  
 I urge everyone to join and become  
a member.	
�
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For information on joining 
IAEM – MCNY and / or 
IAEM, please contact the 
current IAEM – MCNY 
Treasurer, Lisa Ellison, at 
treasurer@iemsa-mcny.org 
or at MCNY during class.  
Membership supports the 
groups’ goals of fostering 
academic excellence, 
professional development, 
networking and alumni 
relations, camaraderie and 
organizational growth.  It 
also includes social events, 
field trips, guest speakers, 
workshops, and free lunch 
at monthly meetings.  
 

 

September is National Preparedness Month 
 This September marks 
the nation's 
fifth National 
Preparedness Month 
(NPM). The U.S. 
Department of 
Homeland Security and 
Citizen Corps Council 
sponsor this event every 
year to encourage 
Americans to prepare 
for all kinds of 
emergencies. Locally, 
the NYC Citizen Corps 
Council (CCC) and 
OEM offer educational 
events all month 
throughout the city.  To 
find out what events are 
taking place near you, 
log on to your local 
municipal emergency 
management agency 
website.  New York 
City’s Office of 
Emergency 
Management website is: 
 
www.nyc.gov/oem. 
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	LTC William H. Bodt (ret) 	

ARNG 
First Vice President 

 
CERFP stands for National 
Guard Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear and 
High-Yield Explosive 
(CBRNE) Enhanced 
Response Force Package 
(CERFP).  Certainly a lot of 
acronyms and terminology, 
but what does it all mean? 
CERFP is a National Guard 
capability; the NG CERFP 
responds to chemical, 
biological, radiological, 
nuclear, or high yield 
explosive (CBRNE) incidents 
and assists local, state, and 
federal agencies in 
conducting consequence 
management by providing 
capabilities to conduct patient 
decontamination, emergency 
medical services, and 
casualty search and 
extraction within 6 hours, and 
for up to 72 hours, after an 
incident.   A minimum of 180 
traditional National Guard 
soldiers from three different 
units form the CERFP.  
These soldiers are drilling 
reservists (one weekend a 
month/two weeks a year) 
who perform this duty in 
addition to maintaining their 
individual and unit skills.  
Most states rotate the CERFP 
duties among different units 
on an annual or bi-annual 
basis.  
Two specific directives 
provide the basis for the 
development and purpose for 
NG CERFP. On the 24th of 
March 2004, the 
Commander, United States 
Northern Command, signed a 
Memorandum for the 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff whose subject was 
National Guard CBRNE 
Enhanced Response Force 
Packages, that says, “We 
support the National Guard 

Bureau’s initiative to 
institute National Guard 
Bureau CBRNE Enhanced 
Response Force Packages 
(NG CERFP) task forces 
regionally throughout the 
United States.  This plan 
would provide 12 trained 
and ready units to locate, 
extract and decontaminate 
victims, as well as perform 
medical triage and 
emergency treatment.” 
Paragraph 4.1 of 
Department of Defense 
Instruction 2000.18 states,   
“The DoD Components in 
the Continental United 
States (CONUS) have the 
responsibility, as specified 
in U.S. law, to support and 
assist U.S. civil authorities, 
as directed, in consequence 
management activities for 
natural and man-made 
disasters to include 
Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, and 
High-Yield Explosive 
(CBRNE)-related events 
on U.S. territory.” 
The NG CERFP is 
designed to provide critical 
capabilities when local and 
state agencies lack 
sufficient technical ability 
to respond to CBRNE 
events, or are overwhelmed 
by the magnitude or 
multiplicity of the 
situation. The initial 
establishment of CERFPs 
placed at least one in each 
FEMA Region.  There are 
currently 12 validated 
CERFPs with an additional 
five authorized and funded 
by Congress that includes 
full-time 

 
Figure 1-NG CERFP 
Organizational Chart 
 

the State Joint Force 
Headquarters (JFHQ) would 
coordinate with the supported 
state under the terms agreed to 
in the Emergency Mutual Aid 
Compact (EMAC). This mutual 
aid partnership agreement allows 
state-to-state assistance during 
governor or federally declared 
emergencies.  EMAC is about 
governors helping fellow 
governors in time of need. 
 “The successful 
integration of civilian and 
military cultures and capabilities 
has long been one of the 
strengths of the National 
Guard.”  
LTG Steven Blum, Chief, 
National Guard Bureau 
 
 

 
 
 
LTC William Bodt (ret) ARNG is 
a member of IAEM-MCNY and 
is a current student in MCNY’s 
MPA in Emergency and Disaster 
Management who works as a 
Defense Readiness Specialist 
Contractor in Camber 
Corporations National 
Preparedness Division for the 
Department of Defense.  
 
 

Manning and equipment. 
The organizational design 
consists of four functional 
elements as shown in Figure 
1. The command and control 
element directs the 
deployment the overall 
activity of the CERFP and 
reports to the Joint Task 
Force-State and the incident 
commander.  The search and 
extraction team conducts 
casualty search and rescues 
at incident sites, extracts 
victims, lifts and moves 
debris and heavy items 
using ropes, chains, wires or 
cranes (rigging) and  
has equipment designed to 
support the sides of an 
excavation and  prevent 
cave-ins (shoring).  The 
decontamination team 
conducts decon site 
selection, establishes log-in 
and log-out procedures, 
conducts clothing removal, 
and ambulatory/ non-
ambulatory 
decontamination.  The 
medical team performs 
medical triage and initial 
treatment, provides 
emergency medical 
treatment and medical 
transport, stages for military 
and civilian evacuation, and 
provides medical support to 
patient decontamination and 
search and extraction 

The New York 
Army National Guard has a 
fully functional tested and 
operational CERFP 
comprised of 4 units and 
246 soldiers.  It is ready to 
deploy in response to a 
Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, or 
High Yield Explosive 
(CBRNE) incident within 
New York State, the United 
States and its territories in 
order to support civil 
authorities.  

If the incident were 
located outside of the state,  



 


